—cemina

MANCHRESTER, ENGLAI ID

“" g‘m\"—’:),v:/u‘g & OLC [(/y/—

Gu A}KI')_—,_ AN Approved For Release 2004/11/01 : CIA- RDP88 %5(3520%0({252(‘)}13 e
- i . - . A U [ SRR ,Q_,
A - CIRC.N-A ; . C/ \ { -
VEEKLY /”L\BO WS Q2 _

1 B
V.»}' %]

Q m/l

e
1

W’-‘ETQ 2 2QRZA has deduced
publishedint en
Contral Intolligence Agency has

hic reas

| he explain Ohc;wheimr"sv.@

o o o -m' :]_
e ﬁ\\ @;@@1

’l‘he Fhm@hcht\fmemoin ‘which have been
dusu ibed as the publishing sensation of the decade,
“are more than that. There is -a great deal of

evidence to suggest that they are the publishing -

“hoax of the century. They do not come from’
Khrushchev nor, as has often been asserted, from
the ‘‘disinformation department” of the KGB in
I\’loscow—«allhoun} both Khrushchev and the KGB
had something to do with them. On this occasion,
however, the Kremlin’s “Department 1, as it is
familiarly known in the trade, scems to have had
the cooperation of its American counterpart, the

“df.paxtmont of divty mcks” in the Central Intelli- -

..genee Agonc), which looks like being responsible
for the{inal product. .
" The cvidence for this view which it has taken
.me more than a month to collect, will certainly
be disputed. The rcader will have to make up his
/own mind on the facts presented in this series.’I
spoke to Svellana Stalin (now Mrs Wesley Pelers)
in Arizona, and to Milovan Djilas, the former
Yugoslav leader, in Belgrade. I have questioned
the Russian pianist Vladimir Ashkenazy, who has

now made his home in Iceland, about the refer- -

ences to his aclivities which appear in the book.

~ But above all else, T have been checking the facls

<in every accessible source — from the war archives
captured by the Germans, to old copies of “‘Pravda.”
+. There are literally hundreds of errors of fact, of

' Jtime, and of place in the book--but the publishers

. claim thal these prove nothing. Mr Ralph Graves,

the managing editor of “Life” magazine, which
obtained: the material and then syndicated it

_throughout the world, says that Mr Khrushchev
is “remembering at a [airly advanced age, and 1
think it is perfectly natural Jor him to misplaco
some dates, places, chronology.”™  °
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clares in an introductory note that

the book “is made up of material
emanating from various sources

al various f.)IHCb and in various’

circumstances.” But he is ‘‘con-
vinced beyond any doubt, and
has lal\cn pains to confum that
this is an authentic record of
Nikita Khrushchev’s words.”

. These are not memoirs, the
publisher insists, but “reminis-
cences.” However, for the sake of
convenience, 1 will follow the
usage which has been generally
adopted and will refer Lo them as
memoirs.

Spokesmen for ““Life,” and the
small group of men dir ecily con-
cerned in arranging the publica-
tion, refuse to stale on record any
fact’ concerning the provenance of
the material. However, they have
spoken off the record both {o offi-
cials and to journalists of repute

. in the United States, which makes

it possible to build up a compo-
site piclure of the claims they
make for the book’sorigins,

It is claimed that the material

came in the first place from mem-

bers of the Khrushchev family-—
his daughter Rada, her husband
Alexcy Adzhubey, the forrmer edi-
tor of “Izvestia’ wlo, after the fall
of Khrushchev, was given an in-

significant journalistic post with a -

and another
also a

magazine;
Lev.. Petrov,

picture

Jjournalist, who dxcd some months

ago., .

The story is dl[hcult to credit,
because these members of the
Khrushchev family would have
enough cxperience of international
affairs to realise that their role

“their
" liberty.
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aitd would ruin what rerained ot
carcers and even their

Whatever motives they might
have for ‘wishing to publish
Khrushchev's momoirs, they
would not trust their lives to
“Life.” And, as the disclosure of
their names in the American
press shows, they would have
been right. foven though *‘Life’ -
might now deny, for the record,
that they had played any role in
the matter, their names have been
published "and the KGB would

“certainly follow up any such clue

with the utmost thoroughness and
would find out anythmo there is
to find out—as they would hav
known in advance.

.~ Thethcory widely held i in Am g
can official quarlers-—which deny

that the CIA could possibly have

" had anything to do with it--is that,

whatever the origins of the
material might be, at some, stape
the KGB got in on the act. The
date quoted most often is late
August when Victor Louis, the
KGB’s international journalistic
“fixer,” travelled from Moscow

- to Copenhagen for a week’s meet-

ing with stalf members of “Time-
Life.” ¢
At the same time, howcvu
is claimed that the “KI wrushehey””
material had been reaching “Life”
in dribs and drabs for something-
like 18 months, during which the

work of edltmg and translation

was proceeding apace. Indeed,
some American officials profess
to belicve that the Moscow pur-
veyors of the material intended it
to be published in thé West in
time for the twenty-fourth party
Congress in Marel, since post-
poned to Mareh this year.
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KGB would catch up with thun

with their oulspokenly anti- Stalin- .
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